**Informal translation from Spanish**
STATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE ISPS CODE IN THE EASTERN REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY

FROM: Director of the Secretariat of Maritime Security                   051200 PMAR 09

TO: CICTE/OEA (OAS)







     S/C

REGARDING: Compliance with the ISPS Code in Uruguay
DEVELOPMENT:
International Ship and Port Security Code (ISPS)
Historical summary
After the tragic events of September 11, 2001, with the attack on the twin towers of New York’s World Trade Center, the diplomatic Conference on Maritime Security undertaken in the seat of the International Maritime Organization in London, agreed unanimously to new resolutions to the Agreement on Security of Life at Sea (SOLAS/74), approved by Uruguay with Law 14.877 on April 23, 1979. Most notable was the adoption of the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS), whose amendments entered into force in the international maritime environment starting July 1, 2004.
In Uruguay, because of the role of Maritime Authority that falls to the Prefectura Nacional Naval with regards to security, prevention and preservation of the environment, executive order No. 19/03 established that the Prefectura would assume the tasks and responsibilities of “Designated Authority,” considered by Rule XI-2/1 “literal” (article?) 11 of SOLAS.

On October 29, 2003, Maritime Resolution No. 90 was enacted, implementing the referenced code by the Prefectura Nacional Naval.

Within the Prefectura Nacional Naval, the Secretariat of Maritime Protection, created June 3, 2004 and recognized by the 3rd Article of Decree No. 348 on July 21, 2008, is the office charged with supervision and control of the country’s ships, ports and port facilities. (In this effort) it relies on an approved Protection Plan and its corresponding Declaration of Compliance (for port facilities) and/or International Certificate of Protection (for ships), as needed.  
State of Protection of Ships and Port Facilities in Uruguay
Together with the application of the ISPS Code, in 2005 (Uruguay) received a visit by a delegation of the US Coast Guard, in compliance with the referenced Code.

In that year, 11 ships and 20 port facilities were certified. By 2009, the USCG made a second official visit. Led by Lieutenant Commander Raymond NEGRON from February 9 through 13, (the delegation) visited the ports of Montevideo, Colonia and Punta del Este, and interviewed the Directorate of National Administration, the National Director of Customs and local authorities.
These reciprocal and voluntary inspection visits, as long as their results are satisfactory, permit free access to the United States, without a prior visit by a group of USCG inspectors, to ships that come from Uruguayan ports.

The opposite is now the case as of January 16, 2009, for ships from the cited ports in the USCG: PORT SECURITY ADVISORY (1-09), which entered into force last January 23.  

To date, 62 ships and 53 port installations are certified. The Naval Academy has provided 57 OMI (¿) courses for the ISPS, issuing 1,027 certificates.

There are 27 Recognized Security Organizations recognized by the Maritime Authority. In agreement with our laws, the RSOs may only undertake evaluations and protection plans for ships and port facilities which are later audited by the Secretariat of Maritime Protection before an International Ship Protection Certificate or a Declaration of Compliance can be issued.  

Another very important point is that, since the application of the ISPS code by the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, the country’s ports and ships have always remained at Protection Level 1, the lowest level possible, which indicates the level of risk faced by our ports by the strict application of the Code.
CONCLUSIONS:

The Eastern Republic of Uruguay has implemented the ISPS code for ships under its plan and for port facilities that fall under the application of the Code.

The protection level has been maintained at the lowest level since its obligatory implementation in July 2004.

The Designated Authority maintains an annual verification plan in order to corroborate compliance with the ISPS code by ships and port facilities, demanding its application and continuous improvements, training personnel assigned to the task of protection.

I salute you sincerely.

                                 Capitán de Navío(CP)        ……………………….

                                                                                 Osvaldo SEVESO

                                                         Director de la Secretaría de Protección Marítima  

                                                                         de la Prefectura Nacional Naval

